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Celebration of Life honoring the life and legacy of Kenneth Gerard Wright
Order of Service

Pastor Derrick Roberts, Officiator
Musical Prelude

Welcome

Old Testament Scripture Reading

New Testament Scripture Reading

Prayer

Musical Selection

Written Tributes

Remarks

Remarks

Musical Selection

Video Tribute

Photo Memories

Resolutions / Condolences

Video Tribute

Written Tributes

Reading of Obituary

Musical Tribute

Eulogy

Closing Prayer

Featuring the Music of Kenneth G. Wright

Phillip Miller

Pastor Jerome Wiser

Pastor Jerome Wiser

Bishop Jesse E. Grant

Karen Hogans

Featuring the Music of Kenneth G. Wright

Johnny Davis

Timothy Harris

Ashanti Harris Tejuosho

Julian Wright

Featuring the Music of Kenneth G. Wright

“Bless He Who Sits on the Throne”, High Praise Chorale Ens, Feat. Sonja Whitmore 

Pamela Harris

Andre Wright

Featuring the Music of Kenneth G. Wright

Pamela Harris

Pastor Pharis Evans, Jr.

Bishop Tavis Grant, II

Pastor Derrick Roberts
Please join the family for a time of sharing & fellowship via ZOOM
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Obituary

Kenneth Gerard Wright was born on March 13, 1963, to the union of Arthur 
and Bessie Wright in Chicago, Illinois, just two months after they relocated 
from Austin, Texas. He was the third child of four from this union. 

Ken accepted Christ at an early age at Zion Temple M.B. Church under the 
pastorate of the Rev. F. D. Johnson. Born into a family of singers, musicians, 
and educators, Ken began honing his musical skills at six years old when he 
could effectively hear and sing in harmony. At eight years of age, he joined 
the famed Zion Temple Youth and Young Adult Choir and by the time Ken 
was twelve, he was playing the bass guitar for the Youth and Young Adult 
Choir! 

Ken attended Rezin Orr High School where he played football for a year, but 
after a knee injury, he turned his attention fully to music. While still in high 
school, he flourished as a pianist, singer, and aspiring songwriter. It was 
there, under the tutelage of his Mom, who was a choral instructor at Orr, 
that he learned about training choirs and groups for top-notch performances 
and learned to play various instruments. In addition to the bass guitar, he 
taught himself to play the piano, organ, drums, and lead guitar. While at Orr, 
Ken formed a brotherly bond with Tavis Grant, and Tavis eventually became 
a part of our family.

After graduating from high school in 1981, he attended DeVry Institute and 
began working at various jobs including security and auto sales. Being 
surrounded by music ministry from the day he was born, the seeds for 
glorifying God with his gifts were planted. The first group that he was a part 
of was the Voices of Soul along with the Miller brothers from Zion Temple. 
His second group, Everlasting Love, was formed with his high school best 
friends, Tavis Grant and Johnny Davis. They ministered together throughout 
the ‘80s, singing contemporary Gospel in the styling of the Winans, 
Commissioned, and Walter Hawkins, as well as original songs written by Ken. 
He also worked with Pastor Ron Kenoly, Pastor Angela Spivey, and many 
more artists, choirs, and pastors in the Chicagoland area.

On February 2nd of 1991, he married the love of his life, Yolanda 
Blackamore, and inherited four beautiful children, becoming a loving 
husband and father which he remained until his parting from this side.

After wrestling with his call to be a minister of the Gospel, Ken accepted that 
call and was ordained by Rev. Charles Baker, senior Pastor of Zion Temple. 
He served in music ministry at Zion Temple’s, introducing them to praise and 
worship. A true servant’s heart, he shared his anointed musical gifts at 
various churches, including Greater Faith, in Chicago Heights, Illinois, St. 
James, also in Chicago Heights, First Corinthians M.B. Church in Chicago, and 
Greater First Church in East Chicago, Indiana. Ken became affiliated with 
numerous ministries both here and abroad, taking his love for people and 
music as far as Austria, Australia, Germany, the Bahamas, and France.

Ken formed the Illinois Unity Mass Choir, a multi-cultural group of singers 
from all over the state of Illinois. They traveled throughout the U.S. and 
overseas ministering songs to uplift hearts and bring people to Christ. They 
recorded the project entitled, “Together: Praise & Worship” on which Ken 
wrote, produced, or arranged all of the songs. He later went on to make 
three more recordings written exclusively for the purpose of prophetic 
worship. One of the songs he wrote was featured on the freshman project of 
High Praise Chorale Ensemble, under the leadership of his sister, Sonja 
Whitmore.

After becoming an ordained minister, he and his wife, Yolanda, started their 
ministry in Chicago called Awesome Praise Ministries and they both served 
faithfully until Ken’s illness in 2012.

Ken had no enemies. He, with is 6’51/2” frame, was affectionately called 
“Tiny”. To know him was to love him.  He leaves to cherish his memory, his 
wife, Yolanda, his four children, Darion, Felicia, Kelly (Brandon) Roberson, 
and Tamarah (Eric) Gibbs. He also leaves his siblings, Sonja (Anthony) 
Whitmore, Gina Wright, Arthur Gregory Wright, and Tavis (Robin) Grant; 15 
grandchildren, and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, aunts, uncles, in-laws, 
friends, and loved ones.
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Perhaps you sent a lovely card or sat quietly in a chair
Perhaps you sent beautiful photos and tributes that we saw while sitting there

Perhaps you spoke the kindest words that any friend could say
Perhaps you were not there at all, just thought of us that day

Whatever you did to console our hearts
We thank you so much for whatever part

• • • • • • •
May God’s love strengthen us and our families and heal all heartaches during our time 
of pain and sadness. And may the depths of our sorrow be revisited continuously by 

His grace and Comforter.

• • • • • • •
SPECIAL THANKS to EVERYONE who shared in this Celebration of Life!

• • • • • • •
SPECIAL THANKS to Tavell Grant of Access Granted Media

The Wright Family


